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J ack Fonda Gainey, 99, of Henderson, TX, passed away peacefully at the Autumn

Leaves Nursing and Rehab in Henderson, Texas on February 13, 2023. He is
predeceased by his loving wife Josephine Madeleine Wagner Gainey; parents, James

and Dorothy Gainey; his only sister Johnney Louise Soley; devoted son-in-law Jesse

(Poncho) Tippitt, III. Jack is survived by his oldest son John (Dianna) Gainey of
Graceville, Florida; daughters Patricia Tippitt of Henderson, Texas and Cathy (James)

Wood-Deason of Joinerville, Texas; youngest son George (Minden) Gainey of
Minden, Louisiana; eleven grandchildren Jedidiah and Jocelyn Gainey; Tiffany

Thomas, Jesse and Candice Tippitt; Matt and Luke Wood; Garrett, Griffith, Caitlyn,

and Christy Gainey. A brief private visitation was held at the Rader Funeral Home in
Henderson, Texas from 1:00 to 2:00 PM Friday, February 17, 2023. Following the

private visitation, a family memorial service and tribute was held graveside at
Lakewood Memorial Cemetery in Henderson, Texas conducted by Fr. Jay Lucas and

under the direction of Rader Funeral Home. In lieu of flowers, donations to honor

the memory of Jack may be made to St. Jude’s Catholic Church in Henderson, Texas
or to Boys Town www.boystown.org.

Jack was born to James ( Jim) and Doshia (Dorothy) Gainey in Minden, Louisiana on
May 1, 1923. In 1930, his family moved to New London, Texas where Jack attended

the New London Elementary and High School. On March 18, 1937, Jack witnessed the
disastrous New London natural gas school explosion which killed over 294 teachers

and students. Jack had exited the high school building and was walking to the football

field to practice track and field when the explosion occurred, sparing his life.
After graduating high school, Jack completed welding school at Kilgore Junior

College. After graduation, Jack traveled to Chicago, Illinois where he went to work for
Teleweld as a welder building various ships for the United States Navy in Sturgeon

Bay, Wisconsin. During World War II Jack served in the United States Navy. Jack had
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numerous assignments in the Navy’s Medical Corps as a Pharmacist’s Mate. He

played the tuba in the Navy Band and his most memorable assignment was aboard
the USS Mount Baker ammunition ship which sailed throughout the South Pacific

both during and after the Second World War.
After the war, Jack returned to his love of welding at Teleweld and worked many jobs

in numerous states including Wisconsin, Illinois, Ohio, and Indiana. Jack returned to

east Texas and went back to school at Kilgore Junior College. It was there that Jack
was hired to work at the Rader Funeral Home by none other than the founder

himself, Mr. LeRoy Rader. Jack seriously considered a career in the funeral business
and graduated from The Worsham College of Mortuary Science in Chicago, Illinois,

June 1949.

In 1951 Jack moved to Houston, Texas where he continued his college studies at the
University of Houston. Jack worked for Southwest Laboratories and in 1952 he met

his future wife, Josephine. After their marriage in 1953, Jack brought his new bride
back to the piney woods of east Texas where they settled down and raised their four

children.

After returning to east Texas Jack initially worked as a welder for Marathon
LeTourneau in Longview, Texas and then, in January of 1955, landed a welder’s

position with Lone Star Steel in Lone Star, Texas. Jack transitioned into management
and retired from Lone Star with 32 years of service as a senior foreman for the

Mechanical Maintenance Division in 1987.
Jack had been in the Boy Scouts of America in his youth and in adulthood he

returned to the Boy Scouts as Scoutmaster of Troop 218 in Joinerville, Texas. Jack was

a devoted husband and father and he, along with his wife Jo, were passionate for
many outdoor activities. Throughout their lives they shared their passion for

numerous adventures with their children and grandchildren including camping,
fishing, hunting, and canoeing just to name a few. Many memories were formed

while camping with their family at favorite fishing spots on the White River and the

Little Red River of Arkansas. Jack and his wife Jo shared a passion for tree farming.
After acquiring their tree farm in Minden, Louisiana they spent many wonderful

years together cultivating, nurturing, and harvesting the fruits of their labor. Their
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shared dedication to tree farming served to build a foundation and appreciation of

nature and family values.
In their retirement years Jack and Jo enjoyed life traveling by car throughout the

southern, eastern and western United States. Their love of National Parks was
highlighted by time spent in visits to historic Yellowstone, the Appalachian Trail, and

many other locations throughout the country.

During the last several years of Jack’s active life he devoted much of his time to home
improvement projects, gardening, and helping Jo with her greenhouse.

Grandchildren young and old along with family and friends served to fill their days
with abundant joy.

Throughout Jack’s life he would often refer to one of his favorite poems, Invictus, by

Willaim Ernest Henly, and he would recite its ending line, “I am the master of my
fate; / I am the captain of my soul.” Without exception, all who knew Jack will testify

that he lived his life by these words. Jack’s positive energy and spirit, his enthusiasm,
his devotion as a husband, a father, a grandfather, and a friend; Jack’s unwavering

faith in God and his love of life has left our community and our world a brighter and

more meaningful place.
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KH Kurt Hunt lit a candle in honor of Jack.

March 27 at 6:24 AM

MC Melissa Clayton lit a candle in honor of Jack.

February 28 at 4:14 AM

MS Marvin Smith lit a candle in honor of Jack.

February 22 at 2:35 PM

JC Janel Cross lit a candle in honor of Jack.

Jack's obituary was a beautiful tribute and accounting of a life well-lived. May you

all find healing in tears and comfort in memories fondly recalled. We are thinking of

you all.Janel Cross and the Align Team

February 22 at 4:57 AM

MG Missy Hacker & Steve Green lit a candle in honor of Jack.

February 22 at 2:54 AM

MT Mike Taliaferro lit a candle in honor of Jack.

February 21 at 12:33 PM
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HF Holli Bridges & Family posted:

I loved this man! Mr. Jack was one of the sweetest, kindest, gentleman I have ever had the privilege

of knowing. Conversations with him were always pleasant and positive and he was just a joy!! Dear

Jackie, Pat, Cathy, and George, I'm saddened by your loss of this wonderful man and yet I smile at

the reunion that is certain when he reached Mrs. Jo. Love and prayers for you all.

February 21 at 9:05 AM

AG April Fogarty Gomez lit a candle in honor of Jack.

Hello This is April. I am the granddaughter of Johnnie- jack sister, making you my

great uncle . I am sending my condolences to you all.

February 17 at 10:29 AM

PC Phillip Cavaliere lit a candle in honor of Jack.

February 16 at 11:41 AM

Stephanie Osteen lit a candle in honor of Jack.

February 16 at 8:07 AM

GW Gary Wilkerson lit a candle in honor of Jack.

February 16 at 5:30 AM

CC Chris Cavaliere lit a candle in honor of Jack.

February 16 at 1:11 AM
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JS Jessica Smith lit a candle in honor of Jack.

Prayers for this sweet family. Enjoyed taking care of Jack in autumn leaves .-

Jessica Smith

February 15 at 5:02 PM

RW Rusty And Lacy Weaver lit a candle in honor of Jack.

February 15 at 7:43 AM

TB Terry Braun posted:

Worked with Jack many years ago at Lone Star Steel. He was a good person and easy to work with.

Will be missed by the people he worked with there.

February 15 at 5:30 AM

BH Brent Hale lit a candle in honor of Jack.

February 15 at 4:02 AM

TC Tony And Anita Cavaliere lit a candle in honor of Jack.

February 14 at 3:55 PM

KH Kathy Trimble Hlavaty sent a virtual gift in honor of Jack.

February 14 at 3:50 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Jack by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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